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ABOUT THE TX RPC PROJECT

T h e Texas Research-to-Policy Collaboration (Texas RPC) Project  is a non-partisan
network that aims to bridge research and policy by supporting partnerships between child
health researchers and policymakers. The TX RPC Project team and overall network are
available to support Texas policymakers with informational requests or resources related to
health topics, during the interim and throughout the 2023 Legislative Session.  

RESOURCE REMINDERSRESOURCE REMINDERS

The TX RPC Project develops accessible and accurate public health policy-related resources
from experts in the field. If you would like to request information on a public health topic, please
complete the following form: 

Access Form

Texas RPC Project health policy resources are available on our website. See below for links to
specific categories of resources:

TX RPC Health Policy Resources  (resources available to legislators to provide data-
driven information on health-related topics)
Michael & Susan Dell Center for Healthy Living Webinars
TX RPC Newsletters Archive
Texas Legislative Bill Tracker
Texas Child Health Status Reports and Toolkits
COVID-19 Resources

TX RPC REPORTSTX RPC REPORTS

Produce Prescription (Rx) Programs – NEW!
Texas Research-to-Policy Collaboration Project
Released August 24, 2022

This new report informs legislators on the benefits of using Produce Prescription Programs to
address food insecurity in Texas. These programs allow healthcare providers to write
prescriptions for patients experiencing food insecurity or patients with diet-related health
conditions to receive free or subsidized produce to increase their fruit and vegetable intake.
Food prescription programs are effective in providing healthy foods and decreasing
food insecurity in families.

https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/legislative-initiatives/research-to-policy-collaboration-project
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemNWjEhoTmlG9fV-yXyiSCzxuQut-G-jNMRG1wdUwisW5bZQ/viewform
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/legislative-initiatives/texas-rpc-resources
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/webinars/
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/legislative-initiatives/rpc-newsletters
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/87th-texas-legislative-session/index.htm
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/texas-child-health-status-report/index.htm
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/covid-19
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/legislative-initiatives/Produce-Prescription-Rx-Programs-0822.pdf


Monkeypox – NEW!
Texas Research-to-Policy Collaboration Project
Updated August 22, 2022

This new report discusses Monkeypox signs and symptoms, transmission, testing and
treatment, and prevention. While there is no cure for Monkeypox at this time, there are
ways to prevent the spread of Monkeypox, including an effective vaccination for anyone
at risk of or exposed to the disease.

SNAP: Vehicle Value Limits – UPDATED!
Texas Research-to-Policy Collaboration Project
Updated August 22, 2022

This updated report emphasizes the impact of the Texas Vehicle Asset Test, especially in
Texas where 'transit deserts' make having a personal car necessary to get to and from work
and other activities. Recommendations for improving SNAP Vehicle Value Limits include
increasing the limit on vehicle values so working households can have reliable transportation
without losing their SNAP eligibility and supporting changes to eligibility guidelines to increase
the number of families eligible for SNAP's federally-funded benefits. Vehicle Asset Tests may
prevent many otherwise eligible applicants from qualifying for SNAP benefits.

TX RPC MEMBER HIGHLIGHTSTX RPC MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

Deep-rooted child obesity issue in Texas and Waco area offers no quick fixes
Deanna Hoelscher, PhD, RDN, LD, CNS - UTHealth School of Public Health Austin
Campus

Synagogues collaborating to help enable food security, nutritional self-sufficiency
Shreela Sharma, PhD, RDN, LD - UTHealth School of Public Health Houston Campus

Back to school: Dangers of kids and vaping
Steven Kelder, PhD, MPH - UTHealth School of Public Health Austin Campus

TX RPC PARTNER EVENTSTX RPC PARTNER EVENTS

Upcoming Events
Philip R. Nader Legacy of Health Lectureship (October 6, 2022, @ 11:30 am CT) 

Upcoming Webinars
Navigating Mental Health in the School Environment (October 10, 2022, @ 11:30 am CT) 
Creating Healthier, More Resilient Kids Through Recess (Outdoor Play) (October 13,
2022, @ 11:30 am CT) 
Improving Health Through Nature (November 2, 2022, @ 12:00 pm CT) 

Webinar Recordings
Texas Obesity Awareness Week Virtual Lunch & Learn
Food Prescription Programs: The Houston Food Bank Experience and Outcomes
The Age of Pandemics: First COVID, Now Monkeypox
How Extreme Heat Impacts Physical Activity and What to do About It   
A Return to School Health: Opportunities for Prioritizing Student Health in the Upcoming
School Year
State-Funded Texas Programs Address Youth Mental Health Crisis

TX RPC RESEARCHER PUBLICATIONS

https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/legislative-initiatives/docs/2022/Monkeypox-Report-092122.pdf
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/legislative-initiatives/SNAP+Vehicle+Value+Limits.pdf?language_id=1
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/legislative-initiatives/SNAP+Vehicle+Value+Limits.pdf?language_id=1
https://wacotrib.com/news/local/education/deep-rooted-child-obesity-issue-in-texas-and-waco-area-offers-no-quick-fixes/article_01bfc828-3ab6-11ed-b3cc-1f29a59e3fe8.html#tracking-source=home-top-story
https://jhvonline.com/synagogues-collaborating-to-help-enable-food-security-nutritional-self-suf-p31001-96.htm
https://archive.tveyes.com/7313/meltwater/26770699-ebcb-45e6-b65e-527b875dd0e4/KRIV_09-12-2022_09.30.22.mp4
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/events/detail.htm?id=167b5b47-f198-46ca-ba5f-bd1a9ceef7e6
https://actionforhealthykids.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-G2hlBaHQMeD3xxySmjWwA
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5116021432080336910
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2868354683221031694
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/webinars/webinar.htm?id=0c1feba1-2344-4473-90b7-5135f9d404ba
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/webinars/webinar.htm?id=53f2a4af-beaf-4477-94fa-9f24dc9a9242
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/webinars/webinar.htm?id=a1a1e3d4-a3c0-4b8b-aa94-96c8873def6d
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/webinars/webinar.htm?id=8aa06b5a-de57-4e10-af84-ce4d12519ca0
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/webinars/webinar.htm?id=bf62bab6-4efc-4a69-bf91-4d34361fb4b2
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/webinars/webinar.htm?id=8597fef8-9fba-401d-abe8-2866c6152ab9


Texas Population Publications
General

Perceived stress and e-cigarette use during emerging adulthood: A longitudinal study
examination of initiation, progression, and continuation

Association between Prescribers’ perceptions of the utilization of medication for opioid use
disorder and opioid dependency treatability

Using Implementation Mapping to develop and test an implementation strategy for active
learning to promote physical activity in children: a feasibility study using a hybrid type 2
design
Methodology to estimate natural- and vaccine-induced antibodies to SARS-CoV-2 in a large
geographic region

Comparison of persistent symptoms following SARS-CoV-2 infection by antibody status in
non-hospitalized children and adolescents

Central Texas

Longitudinal changes in objectively-measured physical activity and sedentary time among
school-age children in Central Texas, US during the COVID-19 pandemic

Objective and perceived barriers and facilitators of daily fruit and vegetable consumption
among under-resourced communities in Central Texas

General Publications

Women’s knowledge of bladder health: What we have learned in the prevention of lower
urinary tract symptoms (PLUS) research consortium

Cannabis prohibition – A Crime against humanity

Home smoke-free policies as children age: Urban, rural, and suburban differences

Trends in the relationship between suicide behaviors and obesity among adolescents in the
United States from 1999-2019

Kratom use categories and their associations with co-occurring substance use and mental
health disorder symptoms during the COVID-19 pandemic

Evaluation of a civic engagement approach to catalyze built environment change and promote
healthy eating and physical activity among rural residents: A cluster (community) randomized
controlled trial

Exposure to e-cigarette health claims and association with e-cigarette use and risk
perceptions: A cohort study of young adults

CONTACT US

For more information, email TXRPCNetwork@uth.tmc.edu.

Deanna M. Hoelscher, PhD, RDN, LN, CNS, FISBNPA , Principal
Investigator
Alexandra van den Berg, PhD, MPH,  Co-Investigator
Tiffni Menendez, MPH, Project Director
Shelby Flores-Thorpe, M.Ed, CHES, Dell Health Scholar, Editor
Liv George, Communications Specialist, Editor

https://reader.elsevier.com/reader/sd/pii/S0091743522001281?token=F55FFB756B8D530A56806CAB936E50FC8F02D1CDFBA43446F8A9DDA7698F031E5C51D3A900CDAE1D05D9FDD821E2B207&originRegion=us-east-1&originCreation=20220919012707
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9032/10/9/1733
https://implementationsciencecomms.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s43058-022-00271-9
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0273694
https://journals.lww.com/pidj/Fulltext/9900/Comparison_of_Persistent_Symptoms_Following.151.aspx
https://ijbnpa.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12966-022-01299-9
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0195666322002215
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11884-022-00655-6
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4180704
https://academic.oup.com/ntr/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ntr/ntac186/6651350?login=false
https://assets.researchsquare.com/files/rs-2031414/v1/0f392196-5aa6-4e39-9f53-f11444022604.pdf?c=1662648519
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0376871622003428
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12889-022-13653-4
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306460322001253
mailto:TXRPCNetwork@uth.tmc.edu
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/faculty-member.htm?member=d588f250-86e8-4855-aae6-1538f68df27e
https://sph.uth.edu/research/centers/dell/faculty-member.htm?member=618d0f24-9768-48d7-b12e-3f4e55459b08
mailto:tiffni.menendez@uth.tmc.edu
mailto:kate.a.faris@uth.tmc.edu


Michael & Susan Dell Center for Healthy Living
UTHealth School of Public Health Austin Campus

msdcenter.org
       

http://msdcenter.org
https://facebook.com/msdcenter
https://twitter.com/msdcenter
https://www.instagram.com/msdcenter/
http://www.youtube.com/msdcenter

